Can That Possibly Be True? ¥iayE—2&

Did you read the story about a swan that fell in love with a swan boat? Or the one about a man who sued
his doctor because he lived longer than the doctor had predicted? Well, these are not made-up funny
stories. Rather, they are genuine events that make it into the news not because they are important, but

because they are bizarre.
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It makes sense that people enjoy reading strange news. Much of the regular news is usually quite serious
and sometimes depressing. People like to learn about unusual, amusing things that have really happened.
In the United States, one syndicated column titled “News of the Weird” is featured in many newspapers.
“Least Competent Criminals,” one of its recurring sections, tells stories of people who are just not cut out
for crime. For instance, there is one story about a man who intended to rob a bank. He put on a ski mask,
entered the bank and waited in line for his turn. A customer alerted the police, and he was arrested

immediately after walking out of the bank. Pathetic, you say?
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With the advent of the Internet, weird news has become even more accessible. Many portals and news
websites have areas for strange news. Next time you visit the Yahoo! portal on the Internet, check out the

section called “Odd News.” You might find some stories to brighten your day!

Bt PRS0 I T, BEERT ARG A 5y BR AN 1o VR N ISl AR [l IR b A 27 [ e S L X, R IR
PRi&G Ui HEpE M ubiy, ERE TREFRE | X, RATRE S B SR O— ER A ) |

—by Joseph Schier

Vocabulary

bizarre [b1 * zar] adj. #FFKI; FT-TH

weird [wrrd] adj. [AEIEZRY dE0) , A 50

competent [ * kampastent] adj. £ fig /111

pathetic [ps * 0 etik] adj. A4 (1; AN

accessible [eek " seseb!] adj. 7] (Ei5) BLM; AT (85 HBRT

More Information
genuine [ * dzenjuin] adj. EK; AEPhiEi



make sense &

depressing [dr'presin] adj. & AR . & NHTER)
amusing [o ~ mjuzin] adj. 5| AR HilK, I
syndicate [ ° sindikrt] v. iZ&id (e BEA H SRR T b A R &
feature [fitfo] v. #53; LL..... o NEF; 2. K0S E

cut out for something: & & M 3... T.1F suited for something
advent [~ aedvent] n. H3; Fk

portal [~ port!] n. A KMk

brighten [ * braztn] v. {5 2%



